Dingell-Anuzis Modified Plan

Levin-Nelson
Presidential Primary Reform Bill

The Dingell-Anuzis Modified Plan takes House Bill 1523 and would create an interregional system for the selection of delegates to political party Presidential nominating conventions through caucuses or primaries, as determined by state parties, with a lottery to be held every cycle and a national party Commission established to run the lottery.

The RNC and DNC would appoint a 4 person Commission, 2 appointed by each national Chair.  The Commission would determine by lottery the order in which each sub-region would hold its caucus or primary.  If a state goes first during one cycle, it could NOT go first in the next cycle.  No other restriction would apply to the lottery.

This Commission and lottery will be held in each election cycle.  This is the major difference between the “Modified Plan” and the original “Levin-Nelson Bill”.  Under the Dingell-Anuzis Plan, a lottery would be held 14 months ahead of every Presidential election. Every sub-region would have a chance of going “first” every cycle and NO “sub-region” would be set at the end of any election cycle for more than a cycle.  This “modification” would take away the incentive to break the rules of this Plan, as each sub-region would be eligible to be “important” in the next cycle, with the only stipulation that no sub-region could go “first” two cycles in a row.  

NO one would be designated as being “last” or “second from last” beyond the current cycle…therefore, there is no incentive to “cheat” or “break the rules” of this Plan.  We believe that all the other plans that provide for some rotation build in a natural incentive for those who are designated to the back of the pack for some 12 years to look for a way to be more relevant.  Having a new lottery every cycle eliminates this “natural incentive” to violate the rules of the plan.

The rest of the plan is in accordance to HB 1523 as proposed by Congressman Levin and Senator Nelson.

The primary or caucus dates would be scheduled between March and June as follows: second Tuesday in March, first Tuesday in April, fourth Tuesday in April, second Tuesday in May, fourth Tuesday in May, second Tuesday in June.  (Schedule could start in February)

On each of the above dates, a state or group of smaller states from each region of the country would go on every day.  Every election date would have a fair and representative presence from every region of the country.

One sub-region from each region would hold its caucus or primary on one of six dates between March and June of the Presidential Election year.  

The regions and sub-regions are broken down below.  This is not a regional primary system.  Under this proposal, one group (A-F below) from each region would go on the same election date.  This would be determined by lottery and rotate each cycle

Region 1: (A) Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont; (B) Massachusetts; (C) Connecticut, Rhode Island; (D) Delaware, New Jersey; (E) New York; (F) Pennsylvania

Region 2: (A) Maryland; (B) West Virginia; (C) Missouri; (D) Indiana; (E) Kentucky; (F) Tennessee

Region 3: (A) Ohio; (B) Illinois; (C) Michigan; (D) Wisconsin; (E) Iowa; (F) Minnesota

Region 4: (A) Texas; (B) Louisiana; (C) Arkansas, Oklahoma; (D) Colorado; (E) Kansas, Nebraska; (F) Arizona, New Mexico

Region 5: (A) Virginia; (B) North Carolina; (C) South Carolina; (D) Florida; (E) Georgia; (F) Mississippi, Alabama

Region 6: (A) California; (B) Washington; (C) Oregon; (D) Idaho, Nevada, Utah; (E) Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wyoming; (F) Hawaii, Alaska

 


