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I read with interest Deborah Greenburg’s Saturday (25 July 2009) Compass piece
 containing suggestions for the Clean Energy Act of 2009.
 However, if political types pay attention to science, the bill will be never pass. There is far too much doubt about the influence of CO2 on global temperatures.

The “Cap and Trade” legislation is based on the claim that CO2 from human burning of fossil fuels will cause catastrophic warming. But, the anthropogenic global warming (AGW) claim has not held up under serious scrutiny.
 

The Federal government has spent $79 billion on AWG research and potential carbon mitigation.
 This unfortunately tilted the objectivity of most US research. Any researcher suggesting that AGW does not exist (as over 31,00 US scientists have done
) it is quite likely to see his/her research grants cut off or be transferred to other duties.
 

So; it is no surprise that many of the scientists willing to critique AGW don’t take government grants or are recently retired. Alaska’s own Dr. Syun Akasofu who founded the International Arctic Research Center at UAF, is now applying his long study of Arctic temperatures to describe the actual climate trends in the Arctic as we recover from the “Little Ice Age.” Hint – it has virtually nothing to do with human emissions of CO2.
 

Dr. Joanne Simpson
, says, “Since I am no longer affiliated with any organization nor receiving any funding, I can speak quite frankly... As a scientist I remain skeptical... The main basis of the claim that man’s release of greenhouse gases is the cause of the warming is based almost entirely upon climate models. We all know the frailty of models concerning the air-surface system.” 

Having spent several years computer modeling much simpler multi-phase systems, I would agree with Dr. Simpson’s comment, and can honestly describe the climate models as containing wild assumptions obscured by tons of computer code.

Long-term measurements show there may well have been a rise of about one degree Fahrenheit in global temperatures during the 20th century
. The warmest year was 1934 followed very closely by 1998. The temperatures in the 1930s and the 1990s were both warm.

The AGW proponents claim that the temperatures of the last 30-40 years are warmer. Based on computer models, they predict a larger and potentially catastrophic increase. They further claim that this increase will be caused by the incremental increase in CO2 emissions by humans. 

Much of our earth’s energy is received from the sun. Some of the sun’s radiation that is absorbed at the earth’s surface can re-emitted in the infrared. A few gas molecules in the atmosphere absorb in that portion of the spectrum. This absorption and re-emission provides additional heat to warm our planet. An estimated 33 degrees Celsius is credited to this source. 
 Of this by far the most important is water vapor accounting for about 95%. CO2 is second with about 3.6%.
 Other gases such as N2O, and CH3 account for the rest. 
 
According to measurements at Mauna Loa the atmosphere’s CO2 concentration has risen from about 315 parts per million in 1959 to nearly 390 ppm at present.
 The impact of these additions on the “greenhouse” effect is logarithmic.
 This means most of the effect was at very low concentrations; increases in concentration have a decreasing effect. The potential effects from further increases are quite likely to be so low as to be not separable from natural variation.

As these facts were pointed out, AGW alarmists postulated that the added CO2 was causing the more potent water vapor to amplify the warming. Recent research has negated this claim.
 

Many alternate explanations for warming exist, but CO2 alarmists reject them.
 The political stakes have just gotten too large.

Our climate is always a fascinating topic because the weather is always changing. However it is unfortunate that power hungry politicians and some greedy investment players have seized on what should be a trivial concern and amplified it beyond all imagination.

Dr. Anderson is currently an Anchorage businessman. His training and scientific research was in the area of physical chemistry. His Global Climate reference page is: http://don.snalaska.net/GlobalClimateBooks where a footnoted copy of this column resides. 
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